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Welcome to the campus of
Eastern Illinois University.
Today's graduation ceremony will be a memorable moment in the lives
of the graduates and their parents, relatives, and friends.
Eastern Illinois University considers the recognition of each graduate
important. Applause for your graduate is certainly appropriate. In order
to maintain a dignified graduation ceremony, we do ask, however, that
you refrain from disruptive behavior such as whistling or shouting. Your
cooperation in maintaining an atmosphere appropriate to the symbolic
conclusion of the college experience for the graduate is requested.
In consideration for all the graduates, please remain in your seats until
after the ceremony and recessional are concluded.

Proud History, Promising Future
Eastern Illinois University, located in Charleston, is a public, residential
university that places priority on teaching excellence. Approximately
12,000 students are enrolled in undergraduate and graduate programs.
Non-traditional and part-time students are enrolled in programs at both
on- and off-campus sites. University faculty are involved in a wide range
of research and public service activities. During its 110-year history,
Eastern has enriched the lives of generations of students and established
a lasting reputation for excellence.

Eastern Illinois University
Fall 2006 Commencement Program
Saturday, December 16, 2006
The audience is asked tc., rise �'\'h€:r1 the pro.:ession enters ond remt1in standing unrif after tl"1e lv1omtnt ofRet!ection ond National Anthem.
Pre-Program Concert
EIU Wind Symphony

Presiding
Mr. Louis V. Hencken, President

Moment of Reflection
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen, Vice President for External Relations

Presentation of Colors
Eastern ROTC Panther Battalion

The National Anthem
Ms. Kaylie Diel, Morning ceremony
Ms. Courtney Alburtus, Afternoon ceremony

Introduction of Platform Party
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen

Recognition of Marshals
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen

Luis Clay Mendez Distinguished Service Award
Mr. Louis V. Hencken

Greetings to the Graduates
Faculty Senate
Dr. Assegedetch Haile Mariam, Chairperson
Student Body
Mr. Sean Anderson, President

Mr. Randy Bailey

Conferring of Degrees and Awarding of Diplomas
Mr. Louis V. Hencken

Degrees in Course
Morning ceremony
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
The Graduate School
College of Arts and Humanities
The Graduate School
Afternoon ceremony
School of Continuing Education
College of Education and Professional Studies
The Graduate School
College of Sciences
The Graduate School

Presentation of Graduates
Mr. Louis V. Hencken

Alma Mater
Ms. Kaylie Diel, Morning ceremony
Ms. Courtney Alburtus, Afternoon ceremony

Recessional
EIU Wind Symphony
Pfcase nse for the .Alma Moter onJ remain stanciiny Ju ring the Recessionai.

Platform Party
Administration
Mr. Louis V. Hencken, President
Dr. Blair M. Lord, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Mr. Jeffrey L. Cooley, Vice President for Business Affairs
Dr. Jill F. Nilsen, Vice President for External Relations
Dr. Daniel P Nadler, Vice President for Student Affairs
Mr. Sean Anderson, President of the Student Body
Dr. Assegedetch Haile Mariam, Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
Mr. Joseph T. Barron, University Counsel

Board of Trustees
Morning ceremony
Dr. Robert Webb
Afternoon ceremony

Mr. Leo Welch

Speaker
Morning and afternoon ceremonies

Mr. Randy Bailey

Commencement Marshals
Morning ceremony

Dr. Christine McCormick. The Graduate School
Afternoon ceremony

Dr. James E. Painter, School of Continuing Education

Academic Deans
Dr. Robert M. Augustine, The Graduate School
(represented today by Dr. Kathleen O'Rourke)

Dr. Mary Anne Hanner, College of Sciences
Dr. William C. Hine, School of Continuing Education
Dr. Diane B. Hoadley, Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
Dr. Bonnie D. Irwin, The Honors College
Dr. James K. Johnson, College of Arts and Humanities
Dr. Diane H. Jackman, College of Education and Professional Studies

The Board of Trustees
Mr. Leo Welch, O'Fallon
Dr. Robert D. Webb, Mattoon
Mr. Roger L. Kratochvil, Mt. Olive
Mr. William O' Rourke, Springfield
Ms. Julie I. Nimmons, Litchfield
Mr. Don Yost, Charleston
Ms. Amanda Raz, Harwood Heights

Faculty Marshals
Mornin�J ceremony

Dr. Deborah Woodley, Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
Dr. Wafeek S. Wahby, The Graduate School
Dr. Frank G. McCormick, College of Arts and Humanities
Dr. Christopher Hanlon, The Graduate Schoo!
Afternoon ceremony

Dr. Charles Titus, Schoo! of Continuing Education
Dr. Susan L. Woods, Col/eye ofEducation and Professional Studies
Dr. Steven R. Conn, The Graduate School
Dr. Andrew D. McNitt, College of Sciences
Dr. Thomas A. Nelson, The Graduate School

Mr. Matt Piescinski, BS '79, MS '91, is making introductions and reading the graduates' names
for today's ceremonies.
The sign language interpreter is Ms. Debbie Rotramel, BSE '89, MSE '9S.
If you are hearing impaired, you and one companion may sit in the reserved area on the west side
of the arena floor. Assistive Listening Systems (frequency: 72.900 MHz Wideband) are available at the
Information Table in the lobby.
Hosts are Eastern faculty and staff, retired faculty, and members of the EIU Annuitants Association.
Every effort has been made to secure the safety and comfort of guests and graduates with special
needs. Any area marked "reserved" is for persons with special needs and one companion each.

Luis Clay Mendez Distinguished Service Award
The activities undertaken by Dr. Debra Reid, an associate professor in EIU's History Depart
ment, have included extraordinary teaching, award-winning research and tireless service on
behalf of the department, college and university levels - including serving as chair on numer
ous key committees. But Dr. Reid extends her talents and generous spirit well beyond EIU
as well, participating in at least six professional organizations that are national - and even
international - in scope, including numerous history museums and historic sites. Yet she also
finds time to contribute to the local community by volunteering at the Lincoln Log Cabin State
Historic Site in Lerna; singing with the Charleston-Mattoon Shape-Notes Singers; and donning
an antique uniform to play shortstop for the Rock Springs Ground Squirrels, a vintage baseball
program. The campus, community and academic profession are all enriched by having Dr. Reid
in their midst. She is truly an exemplar of the Luis Clay Mendez Distinguished Service Award.

Commencement Speaker
Randy Bailey's career has spanned more than 25 years in the information technology in
dustry, and includes operations and leadership roles. His current business enterprise - Randy
Bailey Companies, LLC - has real estate investment holdings, along with strategic leadership/
investment roles in two high-growth companies - First Choice Professionals, LLC and Freelinc,
Inc. Arizona-based, First Choice Professionals provides medical technology information con
sulting services to some of the country's most prestigious medical centers, while Utah-based
Freelinc provides technology to the world's leading military contractors. Throughout his career,
Mr. Bailey - a 1978 Eastern graduate with a degree in accounting - has served his community,
as well. In addition to his work with Big Brothers, Big Sisters, he has served his Paradise Valley,
Ariz., community as the Volunteer Programs Administrator for all volunteer programs in the
town. He was recently selected and participated in the wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery.

Commencement Marshals
Each marshal will carry the University mace, traditionally a symbol of honor accorded a
marshal of Commencement. The mace was fashioned out of Illinois walnut by the late
Dr. Robert Sonderman, professor emeritus, School of Technology, Lumpkin College of Business
and Applied Sciences. It was first used in the Fall 1985 Commencement ceremony.

Each

faculty member chosen as a marshal has his or her name inscribed on a brass plate attached
to the mace.
Dr. Christine McCormick, professor, Psychology, is the Commencement Marshal for the 10

a.m. ceremony, representing The Graduate School. Dr. McCormick has been a member of
Eastern's faculty since 1978.
Dr. James E. Painter, associate professor, School of Family and Consumer Sciences, is the

Commencement Marshal for the 2 p.m. ceremony, representing the School of Continuing
Education. Dr. Painter has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 2003.

Faculty Marshals
The Faculty Marshal is a faculty member given the honor of carrying the college bar,ner for
his or her college.
Dr. Wafeek S. Wahby, professor, School of Technology, is the Faculty Marshal for the 10

a.m. ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the Lumpkin College of Business and
Applied Sciences. Dr. Wahby has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1998.
Dr. Deborah Woodley, professor, School ofTechnology, is the Faculty Marshal for the 10 a.m.

ceremony, representing the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences. Dr. Woodley
has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1986.

Dr. Christopher Hanlon, assistant professor, English, is the Faculty Marshal for the morning

ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the College of Arts and Humanities. Dr.
Hanlon has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 2001.
Dr. Frank G. McCormick, professor, English, is the Faculty Marshal for the morning ceremony,

representing the College of Arts and Humanities. Dr. McCormick has been a member of
Eastern's faculty since 1977.
Dr. Charles Titus, assistant professor, History, is the Faculty Marshal for the afternoon

ceremony, representing the School of Continuing Education. Dr. Titus has been a member of
Eastern's faculty since 1972.
Dr. Steven R. Conn, assistant professor, Counseling and Student Development, is the Faculty

Marshal for the 2 p.m. ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the College of
Education and Professional Studies. Dr. Conn has been a member of Eastern's faculty since
1998.
Dr. Susan L. Woods, professor, Health Studies, is the Faculty Marshal for the 2 p.m. ceremony,

representing the College of Education and Professional Studies. Dr. Woods has been a member
of Eastern's faculty since 1976.
Dr. Thomas A. Nelson, professor, Biological Sciences, is the Faculty Marshal for the 2 p.m.

ceremony, representing The Graduate School and the College of Sciences. Dr. Nelson has been
a member of Eastern's faculty since 1994.
Dr. Andrew D. McNitt, professor, Political Science, is the Faculty Marshal for the 2 p.m.

ceremony, representing the College of Sciences. Dr. McNitt has been a member of Eastern's
faculty since 1977.

Academic Costume
The pageantry of commencement exercises dates from the Middle Ages and the traditions of
Europe's first universities. The origins of academic attire are little-known, but it is probable that
because students in medieval times enjoyed the status of clerics, their dress was patterned
after clerical dress. The gown appears to be an adaptation of the robe of a priest or friar; the
hood and mortar board evolved from the cowl and skullcap worn by monks and friars.
For each of the degree levels, bachelor's, master's, and doctoral, the gown is distinctive. The
bachelor's gown is yoked, has long sleeves, and is worn closed. The doctoral gown has full,
bell-shaped sleeves and is trimmed with velvet panels down the front and three velvet bars
on each sleeve.
While black velvet is proper trimming for all doctoral gowns, the color of the panels and bars is
often varied to indicate the academic discipline in which the doctoral degree was earned.
Although hoods are available for all three degree levels, the hood for the bachelor's regalia
is seldom used. The doctoral hood varies from the other two in that it has flat, wide panels
on either side. The color(s) lining the detachable hoods are those of the college or university
granting the degree.
The black mortar-board cap or tam is the accepted style in colleges and universities of the
United States. Many foreign universities have distinctive and colorful forms of headdresses.
An integral part of the headdress, the tassel varies widely in its use and color. The doctor
usually wears a gold tassel, although black is acceptable; the master wears a black tassel. For
the bachelor, the tassel can be black or varied according to the degree.

The present academic costume has evolved from a traditional background covering hundreds
of years. With the adoption of the Intercollegiate Code in 1895, a definite pattern was
established to make possible the recognition of degrees conferred by American colleges and
universities.

The College Colors
The banners behind the platform reflect the chosen colors of the four colleges, The Graduate
School, and the School of Continuing Education at Eastern Illinois University. Those colors,
matched to the entities, are the following:
The Graduate School - french blue
Arts and Humanities - white
Business and Applied Sciences - khaki, dartmouth, and Spanish yellow
Education and Professional Studies - bird blue and bright green
Sciences - Spanish yellow
School of Continuing Education - wineberry

Honors Programs
Eastern's Honors College Programs are separated into University and Departmental divisions.
Both programs offer academically superior students an opportunity to develop their
achievement potential through Honors courses with other Honors students. Outstanding
participants in the Honors Programs may receive scholarships or tuition waivers in recognition
of their scholastic abilities. To be eligible for either program, a student must meet at least two
of the following criteria: have an ACT composite of 26 or above or SAT of 1120 or above; finish
in the upper 10 percent of high school graduating class; have a 3.5 grade point average for
at least 12 hours of coursework taken at Eastern; or have the permission of the dean of the
Honors College.
University Honors Programs graduates have completed a minimum of 25 hours of coursework
in the University Honors Program courses with at least a 3.5 grade point average.
Departmental Honors Programs graduates have completed a minimum of 12 hours of
coursework in the Departmental Honors Program and completed a senior thesis with at least
a 3.5 grade point average.

Graduation with Distinction
Students graduating with distinction are designated by gold, white, or blue cords.

Summa Cum Laude

-

gold

"With Highest Honor" - G.P.A.: 4.00-3.90

Magna Cum Laude - white
"With High Honor" - G.P.A.: 3.89-3.80

Cum Laude - blue
"With Honor" - G.P.A.: 3.79-3.65

Alma Mater
Music by Frederich Koch - Words by Isabel McKinney

For us arose thy walls and towers;
Their beauty, strength, and grace are ours.
Thy hills and prairies at thy feet
For us in lovely landscape meet.
So must our hearts remember thee,
So may our lives our tribute be;
Strong, true, and beautiful and brave and free,
So shall our hearts, our hearts, remember thee.

The audience is invited to join in the singing of the National Anthem and the Alma Mater.
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